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TRAFFIC COMMISSION 
September 24, 2009 MINUTES 

The regular meeting of the Burbank Traffic Commission was held in the City Council Chambers, 
275 E. Olive Avenue, on the above date.  Joseph Terranova, Chair, called the meeting to order at 
4:00 p.m. 
 
Members Present: Joe Terranova, Chair David Justl 
 Brian Malone, Vice Chair Robert Heins 
 Barry Gussow Rebecca Granite-Johnson 
 Paul McKenna, Jr. Dennis Hooper 
 Gregory Bragg 
         
Members Absent: None  
 
 Staff Present: Ken Johnson– Traffic Engineering, Public Works 
  Bonnie Teaford– Public Works Director, Public Works 
  Karen McMurray– Administrative Analyst II, Public Works 
  Rabie Rahmani– Principal Civil Engineer, Public Works 
  David Kriske– Principal Planner, Community Development 
  Lt. JJ Puglisi– Traffic Division, Police Department 
  Kenet David Robertson– Fire Battalion Chief, Fire Department 
   Melissa Schnitzius– Recording Secretary, Public Works  
    
l. FLAG SALUTE 

II. ROLL CALL 

III. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS: (Limited to items on the printed agenda or items regarding  the 
 business of the Traffic Commission)  
 

A. Public Communication 
 

 Ralph Herman, former Traffic Commissioner, addressed the Commission regarding 
several issues.   

 
 Mr. Herman felt that the valet zones in front of Arnie Morton’s the Steakhouse and 

McCormick & Schmick’s restaurant are being misused.  The valets are leaving vehicles 
in the valet zone longer than necessary. He also questioned the need for valet.  He 
pointed out that the valet zone on Main Street is set up in a no stopping zone in a bike 
lane.  It was set up as a temporary valet zone during construction; the construction is 
over but the zone still exists.  He feels it is a liability and thinks the zone should be 
removed.  He brought pictures of the area. 

 
 Mr. Herman feels that the City should not add bike lanes on Verdugo Avenue by 

removing traffic lanes.  He feels that traffic will be congested and that drivers will not be 
able to cross Verdugo Avenue if lanes are eliminated. 

 
 Mr. Herman inquired about the removal of the eastbound left turn arrow on Alameda 

Avenue to northbound Pass Avenue at the bridge.  The bridge is closed due to the 
Caltrans project so there is no need to wait for the light to cycle.   
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B. Commission Member Communication 

 
 Mr. Justl asked for more information about the valet issues brought up by Mr. Herman.   
 
 Mr. Malone stated that he has seen the temporary valet on Main Street and concurs 

with Mr. Herman.  Mr. Johnson noted that staff will remove the temporary valet zone by 
the next meeting. 

 
 Paul McKenna was concerned that the senior care facility on Main Street would apply 

for a blue curb once the valet zone is taken away.  Mr. Johnson informed him that there 
is not enough curb length to add a blue curb in that area. 

 
 Mr. Gussow disclosed that he received a letter from Martin Shatakyan, president of San 

Gabriel Transit dba City Cab.  It stated that the other taxi cab company in town pays 
hotels for permission to park their cars in their parking lots.  Mr. Shatakhyan wanted to 
know if this act is addressed in the Burbank Municipal Code.  Staff advised that there is 
no code.  Mr. McKenna disclosed that he used to be a marketing director for an affiliate 
of G & S Transit and he delivered those checks to pay hotels.   

 
 Mr. Johnson stated we do not have any jurisdiction over these taxi matters and they are 

not breaking any laws.   
 
 Mr. Malone stated that Mr. Hirsch should be included in all discussions regarding taxis. 
 
 Mr. Hooper stated that if there is any question regarding that letter it should be given to 

the City Attorney’s Office for review. 
 
 Mr. Justl pointed out that on Item E- Non Critical Ambulance Services, the Commission 

had asked for representatives from three places to be present for discussion.  One of 
the three, Burbank Fire Department, was present.  Mr. Hirsch was unable to attend.  Mr. 
Johnson had difficulty in getting someone from the Los Angeles Health Services 
Department to attend the meeting.   

 
 Mr. Justl asked staff to include a report about anything that Council has done at the City 

Council meetings that pertain to this Commission during Staff Communication. 
 
 Mr. Johnson stated he will add an item to discuss the Council meetings that he attends. 
 
C. Staff Communication 
 
 Staff communications were deferred to concur with specific items on the agenda.  
 

IV.       APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Brian Malone moved, and Robert Heins seconded, to approve the minutes for the 
August 27, 2009, meeting.  Mr. Malone and Mr. Heins withdrew their motion. 
 
David Justl moved, and Brian Malone seconded, to approve the minutes with the 
changes he brought to the meeting and with the addition of Rebecca Granite-Johnson 
to the discussion on Item G, Magnolia Park Crosswalks. The motion was passed 
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unanimously.  Mr. Bragg and Mr. Hooper abstained.  Mr. Justl, Mr. Malone, Ms. 
Granite-Johnson, and Mr. Terranova participated in the discussion. 
 
David Justl’s changes to the August 27, 2009 minutes are: 
 
IV. Approval of Minutes 
 
He suggested the following changes to the July 23, 2009 minutes: 
 

V, B: In the second paragraph, the 79% should be changed to 75%.  Mr. Justl 
also did not recall a statement that this bringing of the total number of green 
taxicabs would be done over the next three years.  Melissa Schnitzius said 
that she would review the transcript to confirm whether his recollection or the 
minutes were correct.1 
 
V, C: “Staff received a grant to improve two streets between the Burbank and 
Glendale. [Sic]”should be changed to reflect that the two streets between 
Burbank and Glendale referred to were Glenoaks Blvd. and San Fernando 
Blvd. 
 
V. Reports, E. Dual Turn Lanes on Alameda Avenue at Buena Vista Street.  
The motion was to add dual turn lanes only on Alameda Avenue eastbound 
at Buena Vista Street and to widen Alameda Avenue for those dual turn 
lanes.  
 
The following future agenda items were left off the list:  
 
VII. Future Agenda Items: 
1. Signal Timing Discussion (August 2008)- Terranova 
2. Parking of Vehicles containing Banner on Olive Avenue Bridge over 
 Ventura Freeway (April 2009)- Justl 
3. Status on Truck Routes (June 2009)- Justl 
 

The July 23, 2009 minutes were approved with these revisions made.  
 

V.       REPORTS 

A. Non Critical Ambulance Services (formerly Item E)– Ken Johnson 
 
Mr. Robertson answered questions from the Commissioners.  He stated that Burbank 
Fire Department requires non critical ambulances to have a baseline from Los Angeles.  
It was the general consensus to wait until next month to continue the discussion.  Mr. 
Terranova, Mr. Justl, Lt. Puglisi, Mr. Malone, Mr. Bragg, Mr. McKenna, Ms. Granite-
Johnson, and Mr. Gussow participated in the discussion.  
 
Note and file. 

                                                           
1 Staff confirmed with Mr. Hirsch that G & S Transit and San Gabriel Transportation have a 

plan to increase their fleet up to 75% green vehicles.  Since United Taxi already has 100% 
green vehicles in their fleet it will bring the City’s total to 79% of green taxicabs.  She listened 
to the recording of that meeting and reaffirmed that the total number of green cabs will be 
increased over the next three years. 
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B. Taxi Cab Report (formerly Item A)– Terre Hirsch 
 
None 
 
 

C. High Accident Intersections and Accident Statistics (formerly Item B)– Ken 
Johnson 
 
Mr. Johnson reviewed the attachment maps included with the staff report for the 
Commissioners.  One attachment showed that Burbank has a much lower accident rate 
per intersection than Los Angeles.  Accident rates are calculated by how many 
accidents happened per the amount of vehicles entering an intersection.  Over the last 
three years, Hollywood Way and Thornton had the highest accident rate.  Mr. Gussow, 
Mr. Malone, Mr. Justl, Mr. Terranova, and Mr. McKenna participated in the discussion.   
 
Note and file. 

 
D. Bicycle Lanes on Verdugo Avenue (formerly Item C)– Ken Johnson 

 
Mr. Kriske gave the background on this project and why it was brought before the 
Commission. City Council wants to make Burbank more sustainable and green.  Adding 
bicycle lanes will help encourage residents to ride bicycles, as opposed to driving.  Mr. 
Kriske, Mr. Terranova, Mr. Malone, Mr. Hooper, Mr. Justl, Mr. Gussow, Mr. McKenna, 
Mr. Bragg, and Ms. Granite-Johnson participated in the discussion.  Ralph Herman 
participated as a member of the audience. 
 
MOTION: David Justl moved, and Joseph Terranova seconded, to approve Option 1, 
reinstall the four lane street section, on the staff report.  Motion failed; with four 
dissenting (Barry Gussow, Paul McKenna, Gregory Bragg, and Rebecca Granite-
Johnson), four assenting (Joseph Terranova, David Justl, Brian Malone, and Robert 
Heins), and one abstention (Dennis Hooper).   
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION: Paul McKenna provided a substitute motion to approve Option 
4, install the bike lane striping between Olive Avenue and Buena Vista Street.  Barry 
Gussow seconded.  Motion passed; with six assenting (Barry Gussow, Paul McKenna, 
Dennis Hooper, Gregory Bragg, Rebecca Granite-Johnson, and Robert Heins) and 
three dissenting (Brian Malone, Joseph Terranova, and David Justl). 
 
SUBSTITUTE MOTION CARRIED. 

 
E. Alley Traffic Control for the YMCA (formerly Item D)– Ken Johnson 

 
Mr. Johnson stated that the YMCA plans to repave their parking lots and are concerned 
about drivers speeding in the alley.  They came to staff to ask for help.  Mr. Justl, Ms. 
Granite-Johnson, and Mr. Gussow participated in the discussion.  
 
Dennis Hooper moved, and Robert Heins seconded, to install a stop sign on the 
westbound side of the east-west alley where it intersects with north-south alley as staff 
recommended.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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F. Protected / Permissive Traffic Signal Operation– Ken Johnson 
 
Mr. Johnson suggested moving this item to next month’s meeting due the potential 
length of the discussion.   
 
Barry Gussow moved, and Paul McKenna seconded, to postpone item until the next 
meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 

VI. PUBLIC HEARINGS:  

None 
 

VII. FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS: 

 Medical Transportation (February 2009)– Terranova  

 Accident and Citation statistics for review (October 2008)– Flad 

 Bicycle Master Plan (September 2009) – Justl  

 Parking around schools at dismissal time on street sweeper day(June 2009)– Bragg  

 Bicycle Helmet Education (September 2009)– McKenna 

 Parking of Vehicles containing Banners on Olive Avenue Bridge over Ventura 
Freeway (April 2009)– Justl 

 Signal Timing Discussion (August 2009)– Terranova 

 Traffic Calming (March 08)– Johnson  

 Status on Truck Routes (June 2009)– Justl 

 Discussion of Parking in Magnolia Park (March 2009)– Terranova 

 Commercial Vehicle Parking Restrictions (July 2008)– Johnson 

 Discussion on bike lanes on streets (December 2008)– Terranova 
 

VIII. ADJOURNMENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.  The next regularly scheduled meeting will be held 
on Thursday, October 22, 2009, at 4:00 p.m.   

 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
Ken Johnson, Traffic Engineer 
KJ: ms 


